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	New StopVAW pages: Women and Armed Conflict

	United Nations: Human Rights Council Creates Working Group to Eliminate Discrimination Against Women in Law and Practice
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  Azerbaijan
	Democratic Republic of Congo: U.N Releases Report on War Rapes, Special Representative Shares Strategies to Address Sexual Violence

	
	16 Days Campaign - Take Action Kit Available
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  Democratic Republic of Congo
	China: New Survey Finds One-Third of Homes Experience Domestic Violence

	
	Workshop on Monitoring Implementation of Domestic Violence Laws Held for Central and Southeastern European Activists
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  Laos
	Scotland: Report Reveals Forced Marriages in Edinburgh are Under-Reported
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  Pakistan
	Colombia: United Nations Releases Study on Gender-Based Violence
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  Peru
	New UNFPA Report Links Peace, Security, and Development to Women's Rights and Empowerment
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  Russia
	United States: Study Reveals Rise in Adolescent Sex Trafficking Through Internet Classified Ads
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  Serbia
	UN Report: Violence Against Women Presents Greatest Obstacle to Equality, Peace, and Development
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  Sudan
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  Syria
	


National VAW Monitors who contributed to this month’s newsletter include: Serbia. 

	STOPVAW Website News

	New StopVAW pages
As of November 2010, in the Global Gender Issues section, new pages on Women and Armed Conflict have been created. (More information)
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	International and Regional News

	United Nations: Human Rights Council Creates Working Group to Eliminate Discrimination Against Women in Law and Practice 
On 1 October 2010, the United Nations Human Rights Council adopted a resolution that would eliminate laws and practices that discriminate against women in all spheres of life. (More information)

	16 Days Campaign - Take Action Kit Available 
The Center for Women's Global Leadership announces that the Take Action Kit for this year's 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign (November 25 - December 10) is now available online in English, French, and Spanish. The 2010 international campaign theme will focus on the intersections of militarism and violence against women. (More information)

	Workshop on Monitoring Implementation of Domestic Violence Laws Held for Central and Southeastern European Activists 
The Advocates for Human Rights, in partnership with The Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation and funded by Open Society Institute, UNIFEM, and the Oak Foundation, presented a Workshop on Monitoring Implementation of Domestic Violence Laws on October 4-7, 2010, in Sofia, Bulgaria. Participants included advocates and activists from Central and Southeastern Europe with a strong interest in improving their government’s response to domestic violence. (More information)

	Top



	National News
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    Azerbaijan 
· Azerbaijan New Domestic Violence Law Adopted; OSCE Calls for Implementation of the New Law (More information)
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      Democratic Republic of Congo 
· Democratic Republic of Congo: United Nations Official Warns that Mass Rape Victims Face Same Abuse from Army (More information)
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    Laos 
· Laos: Domestic Trafficking Underreported (More information)
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     Pakistan 
· Pakistan: Domestic Violence Legislation Faces Obstacles (More information)
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    Peru 
· Peru: Women Who Suffered Forced Sterilizations Continue to Seek Justice (More information)
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    Russia 
· Russia: Chechen Republic’s Authorities Introduce New Measures to Prevent Bride-Kidnapping (More information)
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    Serbia

· Autonomous Women's Center & Women's Research Center Publish the First Research Report on Family Law Protection from Domestic Violence (More Information)
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   Sudan 
· Sudan: Southern Women Face Major Injustices (More information)

	[image: image19.png]


    Syria 
· Syria: International Organization for Migration Introduces Initiative to Help Iraqi Female-Headed Families and Victims of Trafficking (More information)
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	New Research and Reports

	Democratic Republic of Congo: U.N Releases Report on War Rapes, Special Representative Shares Strategies to Address Sexual Violence 
The U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights has released a major report on wartime rapes in Congo.  Just before the release of the report, Margot Wallstrom, chairperson for the U.N. Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict, and Justine Bihamba, an anti-rape activist and founder of Congo-based coalition Synergy of Women for the Victims of Sexual Violence, shared strategies to address wartime rapes in the Democratic Republic of Congo. (More information)

	China: New Survey Finds One-Third of Homes Experience Domestic Violence 
A recent survey by the All-China Women's Federation reveals that one-third of Chinese families cope with both physical and psychological domestic abuse. (More information)

	Scotland: Report Reveals Forced Marriages in Edinburgh are Under-Reported 
The Direct Approach network, a partnership between Edinburgh police and organizations representing ethnic minority women, released a report on October 13th, 2010, indicating that the number of forced marriages taking place in the city is much higher than reported. (More information)

	Colombia: United Nations Releases Study on Gender-Based Violence 
Fifty percent of men in Colombia have engaged in abusive behavior towards their wives, according to a study conducted by three United Nations organizations. (More information)

	New UNFPA Report Links Peace, Security, and Development to Women's Rights and Empowerment 
When women have access to the same rights and opportunities as men, they are more resilient to conflict and disaster and can lead reconstruction and renewal efforts in their societies, according to The State of World Population 2010, published today by UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund. (More information)

	United States: Study Reveals Rise in Adolescent Sex Trafficking Through Internet Classified Ads 
A new study of the adolescent sex trade reveals that internet classified ads are a primary hub in the trafficking of young girls. (More information)

	UN Report: Violence Against Women Presents Greatest Obstacle to Equality, Peace, and Development 
The United Nations has released The World's Women 2010: Trends and Statistics, published every five years as per the 1995 Beijing Declaration to report on the worldwide status of women. The study statistically demonstrates that violence against women is a global phenomenon which is not limited to any particular region, economic status, religion, or other factor. (More information)
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	Subscribe to The VAW Monitor

	The VAW Monitor is a free, monthly newsletter sent out on the first of each month. Printable versions of The VAW Monitor are also available on the website at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html. 

To subscribe to The VAW Monitor, please fill out the form provided at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html.
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	About STOPVAW

	The Stop Violence Against Women website (STOPVAW) is a forum for information, advocacy and change.  The Advocates for Human Rights developed this website as a tool for the promotion of women's human rights in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the former Soviet Union (FSU), Mongolia, and the U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program. This site addresses violence against women as one of the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides women's rights advocates with information and advocacy tools focused on ending the most endemic forms of violence against women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment and trafficking in persons.

Current staff members of The Advocates for Human Rights involved with the development of STOPVAW include: Anna Donnelly, Mary Ellingen, Beatriz Menanteau, Rosalyn Park, Robin Phillips, and Cheryl Thomas. Current interns and volunteers include Annette Dias, Kelly Heitz, and Shiveta Vaid.

For more information about STOPVAW, please contact the Website Administrator at stopvaw@advrights.org. 
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