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National Coordinator, Embassy of the 
United States, OSCE and the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration 
(IOM). International models and ex-
pertise were used while drafting the 
Law. After joint consultations and 
changes the draft was sent to the 
Parliament for revision and adoption. 
In general, we can say that the Law 
was passed in a short period of time 

comparing it to the practice of other CIS and 
even European countries.   

4. Do you think that Azerbaijan has enough 
mechanisms now to combat trafficking? 
What else must be done in this direction?  
Law, although extremely important, was only the 
first step. The next step 
to be made is to amend 
Criminal Code and in-
clude necessary articles 
that penalize traffickers. 
Currently such articles 
don t exist. The second 
is to train staff of CT 
Unit, police, border 
guards, judiciaries, 
prosecutors, lawyers and 
local NGOs. In one word 
all those, who will be in-
volved in combating traf-
ficking. Next is to open 
secure accommodation 
and hot-line and provide 
full protection and reha-
bilitation to victims. In 
parallel, information 
campaigns shall be con-
ducted to raise public 
awareness on risks and 
terrible consequences of 
trafficking.  
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Yuliya Gureyeva, National VAW 
Monitor for Azerbaijan, interviews 
Maryam Haji-Ismayilova, a former 
lobbyist on trafficking issues in one of 
the international organizations pre-
sent in Azerbaijan, on Azerbaijan s 
new trafficking law.   

1. Do you think that the newly 
adopted Law will be important tool 
in combating trafficking in Azerbaijan? Why? 
What difference will it make?  
Yes, definitely. Legal basis is the prime tool in 
combating any crime and trafficking in persons is 
not an exception. The Law starts with definition 
that makes clear the distinction between traffick-
ing in persons and smuggling or irregular migra-
tion. Before, trafficking in persons was frequently 
incorrectly interpreted and understood by some 
government, non-government and media repre-
sentatives. Now this problem will be solved. An-
other important outcome of the Law will be con-
trol and coordination of actions taken by all 
stakeholders.   

2. What are the main features of the Law?  
The Law presents General provisions, including 
definition, goals and basic principles in combat-
ing trafficking in persons; Organizational basis 
for combating trafficking in persons that are 
NAP, National Coordinator, specialized police 
unit, responsibilities of Government and coop-
eration with NGOs; prevention, social rehabilita-
tion and protection of victims, which include pro-
vision on shelter; Specificity of the cases related 
to trafficking in persons, and liability for this 
crime and international cooperation.   

3. Could you please tell us about drafting and 
lobbying processes? What were the main 
constraints you had faced?  
A lot of parties were involved in drafting and lob-
bying process, but mainly President s Office, 



p.p.22 The VAW Monitor The VAW Monitor  

September 2005, Issue 11 

Minnesota Advocates Staff

 
Mary Hunt, Program Associate 
Laura Nelson, Staff Attorney 
Rebecca Palmer, Staff Attorney 
Rosalyn Park, Staff Attorney 
Robin Phillips, Executive Director 
Cheryl Thomas, Women s Program Director  

Interns and Volunteers

 

Amy Albus, Melanie Bradshaw, Rachel Evanson, 
Jane Gazman, Katharine Horowitz, Elizabeth 
Kiechle, MiaLisa McFarland.   

The VAW Monitor is an electronic newsletter which is 
delivered on the first of each month, The VAW Monitor 
provides updates on the STOPVAW website, informa-
tion from the National VAW Monitor Program, com-
mentary from experts on violence against women, in-
ternational, regional and national news, as well as up-
dates on new reports and books. This newsletter is 
free. Please visit www.stopvaw.org/
The_VAW_Monitor.html to subscribe to the VAW 
Monitor or to obtain an archived copy.   

Electronic Version of the VAW Monitor 

 

Available on STOPVAW Website

 

The Stop Violence Against Women website 
(www.stopvaw.org) is a forum for information, advo-
cacy and change.  Minnesota Advocates for Human 
Rights developed this website as a tool for the promo-
tion of women's human rights in the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), Mongolia, and the 
U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was devel-
oped with support from and in consultation with the 
Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program 
and the United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM). This website addresses violence 
against women as one of the most pervasive human 
rights abuses worldwide.  STOPVAW provides 
women's rights advocates with information 
and advocacy tools focused on ending the most en-
demic forms of violence against women in the region, 
including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual 
harassment and trafficking in persons.  

For more information about STOPVAW, please con-
tact the Website Administrator at  
stopvaw@mnadvocates.org. 

About STOPVAW

 

To learn how you can support STOPVAW and its advocacy for women s rights around the world, please 
email us at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.  
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

  
The mission of Minnesota Advocates 
for Human Rights 
(www.mnadvocates.org) is to imple-
ment international human rights stan-

dards to promote civil society and reinforce the rule 
of law.  Minnesota Advocates was founded in 1983 
by a group of Minnesota lawyers who recognized 
the community s unique spirit of social justice as an 
opportunity to promote and protect human rights 
here at home and worldwide.  We are a non-profit, 
volunteer-based organization that investigates and 
exposes human rights violations; represents immi-
grants and refugees in our community who are hu-
man rights victims; trains and assists groups that 
protect human rights; and works through education 
and advocacy in Minnesota to engage the public, 
policymakers and children about human rights and 
cultural understanding.  Minnesota Advocates holds 
Special Consultative Status with the United Nations.  

The Women s Human Rights Program at Minnesota 
Advocates works to improve the lives of women by 
using international human rights standards to advo-
cate for women's rights in the United States and 
internationally through research, education and ad-
vocacy initiatives.  The Program s development of 
the Stop Violence Against Women website repre-
sents a continuation of the Women s Program s re-
search, education and advocacy activities over the 
last ten years.   

Network Women s Program

  

The Network Women s Program (NWP) of the 
Open Society Institute (www.soros.org/
women) works to promote the advancement of 
women s human rights, gender equality, and 

empowerment as an integral part of the process of de-
mocratization. The program operates worldwide as a con-
sultative and operational program, working directly with 
and providing technical assistance to entities inside the 
Soros foundations network on gender issues.  Among the 
program's focus areas are gender sensitive education, 
violence against women, young women s human rights, 
mass media and gender policy, equal opportunities in the 
EU accession process, women s oral histories, Romani 
women s leadership, information initiatives, women s 
health, and women in conflict zones.  NWP has supported 
the development of the Stop Violence Against Women 
website and the related National Violence Against Women 
Monitor Program.  For more information about this pro-
gram, please visit: 

http://www.stopvaw.org/
The_VAW_Monitor.html
http://www.stopvaw.org
http://www.mnadvocates.org
http://www.soros.org/
http://women
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National VAW Monitor Program News 

Due to a large volume of 
submissions this month, news articles regarding 
Armenia can be found on their STOPVAW coun-
try page: http://www.stopvaw.org/Armenia.html

 


