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A University Professor Tells How She Uses STOPVAW in the Classroom
an interview with Sharon Rice Vaughn

1. What courses do you teach at Metro State?

| teach in the College of Professional Studies, Hu-
man Services Department, which includes a major
and minor in Community Violence Prevention
(CVP). | teach the three CVP core courses:
Violence: Origins and Explanations; Violence: Indi-
vidual, Community and Global Responses; Com-
munity Violence Prevention Group Internship
(combined field and study); Sexual Assault and
Domestic Violence and Human Services (taught
but not yet approved); and The Family: Racial,
Class and Gender Dimensions.

In the Psychology department | teach Battered
Women: Historical and Social Perspective, and a
seminar, Theories of Violence Against Women.

2. In which of these courses do you use the STOP-
VAW website?

| first used it in the ....Responses (to violence)
class. Then | used it teaching Sexual Assault and
DV and HS on a trial run. | am now using it as a text
in the theory seminar on violence against women.

Before the website and along with it, | have asked
guest lecturers from MAHR’s Women'’s program
speak to the violence and battered women’s
classes.

3. How do you use the Stop Violence Against
Women website in those courses?

| first used it as a web assignment for students to
look up, read Explore the Issue for one form of vio-
lence, choose a country, write a one page synthe-
sis and report to the class what was found to be
most compelling and related in some way to other
readings or topics. This was intentionally a broad
introduction to human rights as an approach to vio-
lence prevention, specifically violence against
women, and the role of law in defining human
rights.

This semester | am concentrating on the initial Ex-

plore the Issue section for
the excellent material on
history and theory. I'm
using it as a basic tool that
integrates theory and
practice. As the class
looks at groups of theo-
retical approaches to vio-
lence against women, we
can use the website as a
foundation for what works to ground effective legal
remedies, and in general, to make battered women
safe, to intervene and prevent violence against
women. All of this is a basic view that counters an
underlying victim-blaming stance of so much histori-
cal and current social policy. It is useful to raise
awareness of the rele-
vance and the meaning of
human rights in the STOP-
VAW countries as well as
in the U.S. This aware-
ness is one approach to
ethical and professional
issues in the human ser-
vices.

4. Which sections of the
website do you find most
helpful?

No specific sections. The
general background and
the topics organization of
the website; the overall
presentation of ways that
violence against women is
a human rights issue (a
very radical notion for
some); the easy access to
more specific information;
the specific breakdown of
forms of violence against
(Continued on page 8)
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Electronic Version of the VAW Monitor
Available on STOPVAW Website

The VAW Monitor is an electronic newsletter which is
delivered on the first of each month, The VAW Monitor
provides updates on the STOPVAW website, informa-
tion from the National VAW Monitor Program, com-
mentary from experts on violence against women, in-
ternational, regional and national news, as well as up-
dates on new reports and books. This newsletter is

Monitor or to obtain an archived copy.

About STOPVAW

The Stop Violence Against Women website

cacy and change. Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights developed this website as a tool for the promo-
tion of women's human rights in the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), Mongolia, and the
U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo. STOPVAW was devel-
oped with support from and in consultation with the
Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program
and the United Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM). This website addresses violence
against women as one of the most pervasive human
rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides
women's rights advocates with information

and advocacy tools focused on ending the most en-
demic forms of violence against women in the region,
including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual
harassment and trafficking in persons.

For more information about STOPVAW, please con-
tact the Website Administrator at
stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights
The mission of Minnesota Advocates

=wpd (Www.mnadvocates.ord) is to imple-

abvocates Ment international human rights stan-
FORUMANRIEETS dards to promote civil society and re-
inforce the rule of law. Minnesota Advocates was
founded in 1983 by a group of Minnesota lawyers
who recognized the community’s unique spirit of
social justice as an opportunity to promote and pro-
tect human rights here at home and worldwide. We
are a non-profit, volunteer-based organization that
investigates and exposes human rights violations;
represents immigrants and refugees in our commu-
nity who are human rights victims; trains and assists
groups that protect human rights; and works through
education and advocacy in Minnesota to engage the
public, policymakers and children about human
rights and cultural understanding. Minnesota Advo-
cates holds Special Consultative Status with the
United Nations.

The Women’s Human Rights Program at Minnesota
Advocates works to improve the lives of women by
using international human rights standards to advo-
cate for women's rights in the United States and
internationally through research, education and ad-
vocacy initiatives. The Program’s development of
the Stop Violence Against Women website repre-
sents a continuation of the Women’s Program’s re-
search, education and advocacy activities over the
last ten years.

Network Women’s Program

g Open Society Institute (Www.S0ros.org!

women) works to promote the advancement of
women’s human rights, gender equality, and

n The Network Women’s Program (NWP) of the

NETWORK
W O MEN'S
PROGRAM

empowerment as an integral part of the proc-
ess of democratization. The program operates worldwide
as a consultative and operational program, working di-
rectly with and providing technical assistance to entities
inside the Soros foundations network on gender issues.
Among the program's focus areas are gender sensitive
education, violence against women, young women'’s hu-
man rights, mass media and gender policy, equal opportu-
nities in the EU accession process, women'’s oral histo-
ries, Romani women’s leadership, information initiatives,
women'’s health, and women in conflict zones. NWP has
supported the development of the Stop Violence Against
Women website and the related National Violence Against
Women Monitor Program. For more information about
this program, please visit:

email us at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.

To learn how you can support STOPVAW and its advocacy for women'’s rights around the world, please

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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National VAW Monitor Program

Armenia National VAW Monitor Submissions: Stories Relating to Domestic
Violence and Trafficking in women in Armenia

Domestic Violence—Success Stories

G., 37 years old, has 2 children, education -
secondary.

Her husband was sentenced to several years of
imprisonment for hooliganism. When he was re-
leased, he started drinking and became ill with de-
lirium. Life was so terrible for all members of the
family, that even the children started hating their
father. He beat her cruelly. He used to coil her hair
around his hand and hit her head on the wall.

The woman turned to us and we took her to the
Shelter. After some psychological work with her,
she became more self-confident and made a final
decision: to divorce. The Women's Rights Center
(WRC) lawyers helped her to turn to the Court. The
judge set a term of three months for the spouses’
reconciliation. During our work with G., we discov-
ered that they still loved each other, and the hus-
band even was ready to receive medical treatment.
The WRC assisted in the medical treatment of the

Domestic Violence—True Stories

61 years old, has 4 children

All | remember after 40 years of marriage is battery,
violence and, the most awful: blindness. He was a
drunkard. He beat me both when he was drunk and
when he was sober. He could always find a reason
to beat me when he came home.

| am not very pretty, but he became jealous for
every smallest reason. This disgusting jealousy be-
came the reason of my blindness. He poured acid
on my eyes when | was sleeping...

We divorced. He used to come and threaten to do
the same with my daughters if | turned to the police.
| did. He was sentenced to imprisonment and after
several years, he died of cancer in the prison.

32 years old, education -higher
| have been married for 12 years, but | cannot have
a baby. My husband has four sisters, only two of

husband, upon successful comple-
tion of which, a peaceful atmos-
(Continued on pag@é)

which are married, the two others live
with us. | became their servant.
(Continued on pageé)

Trafficking in Women—Success
Stories
Marine’s Story

Trafficking in Women—True Stories
Gayane’s Story

Gayane was born in Yerevan in
1960. She is divorced and has a 16-

Marine is 23 years old, and she
lives in Yerevan. She left her parents’ home when
she was 16, because she wanted to live by her-
self. Once she met a young woman who offered
to let Marine live in her home. Later, it turned out
that the woman was a pimp. She forced Marine to
have sex with two men. Some time later, Marine
returned home and began looking for a job. A
relative acquainted her with a young man who
offered her waitressing work in Greece. The man,
with Marine’s mother’s consent, covered the
documents and ticket expenses and paid $100 to
Marine’s mother.

Marine was sent to Moscow by a plane where
she lived in an intermediary's home for about two
weeks, after which she was sent to Dubai with a
Russian passport. At the Dubai airport, two
women took Marine to a pimp’s house, who took
her passport and warned that she would punish
her if Marine disobeyed her.

(Continued on pag@é)

year old son. She has been unemployed for a long
time. Her last job was in a village, where she
worked as a milkmaid.

In 2003, an old acquaintance of hers offered her a
job in Istanbul as a housemaid with a monthly sal-
ary of $300. The acquaintance told Gayane

that her sister, Susanna, had an employment
agency in Istanbul. They agreed that Gayane
would cover her own travel expenses and, upon
her arrival in Istanbul, she would get a job.

Gayane borrowed money from her relatives and
left for Turkey on a bus. Susanna met her there
and took her to a house she was renting in the
Kumkapi district. About 20 other women lived in
the house; they were waiting their turn to get a job.
They had to pay for their living expenses, but many
of them lived on credit and they were deeply in
debt. Susanna took all of the women’s passports,
(Continued on pag@é)
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