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1. Introduction: The 
Environment to Be Changed  
On 16 March 2005, the Bulgarian parliament adopted 
the Law on Protection against Domestic Violence. The 
Law was promulgated in Durzhaven Vestnik (State Ga-
zette) No. 27 on 29 March 2005. It is a great victory for 
Bulgarian women and women s NGOs.   

In Bulgaria, as in other countries, violence against 
women hampers the realization of their human rights, is 
one of the main causes for 
their worsened health and 
has a very high cost for soci-
ety - lost labor force and 
human potential, as well as 
costs for social services, 
rehabilitation, law enforce-
ment, the judiciary, etc.  

Statistical data for the coun-
try from 2002 show that there 
were 449 divorce cases pri-
marily due to physical and 
psychological abuse. Of 
these, 371 were acts of men, 
15 of women, and 22 of both 
spouses. Such abuse is one 
of the main reasons for di-
vorce, after mutual consent 
and incompatibility of tem-
perament, bearing in mind 
that domestic violence also 
exists in cases considered 
under other causes for di-
vorce. In addition, divorce 
has been decided 4.4 times 
more often due to men s fault 
than to women s. According 
to a representative study by 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Expert s Corner: Hungarian Domestic 
Violence Case before CEDAW:  

Victory or Another Pile of Papers for 
the Archives 

Julia Spronz, Lawyer, activ-
ist Habeas Corpus Working 
Group and NANE Women s 
Rights Association  

On 26 January 2005, the 
UN Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Discrimination 
against Women rendered a 
decision in a case submitted 
by a Hungarian woman un-

der the Optional Protocol to CEDAW. The author of 
the communication (Ms. A.T.) claimed that Hungary 
violated the Convention on the Elimination of Dis-
crimination against Women because it had failed in 
protecting her from her former common law hus-
band.   

The views of the Committee adopted in the Hungar-
ian case will be of utmost importance in the advo-
cacy work of Hungarian NGOs acting on the field of 
domestic violence. Not only because this is the first 
communication against Hungary, but also because 
this is the first time that the CEDAW Committee con-
sidered a claim in the merits. (In the previous inci-
dent, Ms. B.-J. vs. Germany, the Committee de-
clared the communication inadmissible). Taking into 
consideration the lack of experience regarding the 
effect of CEDAW s Optional Protocol, the develop-
ment after the adoption of views cannot be limited to 
private affairs of Hungary, but it has its international 
influence, as well.   

Even though Ms. A.T., the author of the communica-
tion had been in contact with several NGOs and 
experts, who dedicate their activities to combating 
violence against women and children, who provided 
emotional support and attended some of the trials in 
her case, formally she submitted the communication 
to CEDAW Committee by herself 2003. Her case 
follows the average patterns of domestic violence 
proceedings taking place thousands of times a year 
in Hungary.  

(Continued on page 29) 
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The VAW Monitor is an electronic newsletter which is 
delivered on the first of each month, The VAW Monitor 
provides updates on the STOPVAW website, informa-
tion from the National VAW Monitor Program, com-
mentary from experts on violence against women, in-
ternational, regional and national news, as well as up-
dates on new reports and books. This newsletter is 
free. Please visit www.stopvaw.org/
The_VAW_Monitor.html to subscribe to the VAW 
Monitor or to obtain an archived copy.   

Electronic Version of the VAW Monitor 

 

Available on STOPVAW Website

 

The Stop Violence Against Women website 
(www.stopvaw.org) is a forum for information, advo-
cacy and change.  Minnesota Advocates for Human 
Rights developed this website as a tool for the promo-
tion of women's human rights in the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), Mongolia, and the 
U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was devel-
oped with support from and in consultation with the 
Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program 
and the United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM). This website addresses violence 
against women as one of the most pervasive human 
rights abuses worldwide.  STOPVAW provides 
women's rights advocates with information 
and advocacy tools focused on ending the most en-
demic forms of violence against women in the region, 
including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual 
harassment and trafficking in persons.  

For more information about STOPVAW, please con-
tact the Website Administrator at  
stopvaw@mnadvocates.org. 

About STOPVAW

 

To learn how you can support STOPVAW and its advocacy for women s rights around the world, please 
email us at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.  
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

  
The mission of Minnesota Advocates 
for Human Rights 
(www.mnadvocates.org) is to imple-
ment international human rights stan-

dards to promote civil society and reinforce the rule 
of law.  Minnesota Advocates was founded in 1983 
by a group of Minnesota lawyers who recognized 
the community s unique spirit of social justice as an 
opportunity to promote and protect human rights 
here at home and worldwide.  We are a non-profit, 
volunteer-based organization that investigates and 
exposes human rights violations; represents immi-
grants and refugees in our community who are hu-
man rights victims; trains and assists groups that 
protect human rights; and works through education 
and advocacy in Minnesota to engage the public, 
policymakers and children about human rights and 
cultural understanding.  Minnesota Advocates holds 
Special Consultative Status with the United Nations.  

The Women s Human Rights Program at Minnesota 
Advocates works to improve the lives of women by 
using international human rights standards to advo-
cate for women's rights in the United States and 
internationally through research, education and ad-
vocacy initiatives.  The Program s development of 
the Stop Violence Against Women website repre-
sents a continuation of the Women s Program s re-
search, education and advocacy activities over the 
last ten years.   

Network Women s Program

  

The Network Women s Program (NWP) of the 
Open Society Institute (www.soros.org/
women) works to promote the advancement of 
women s human rights, gender equality, and 

empowerment as an integral part of the process of de-
mocratization. The program operates worldwide as a con-
sultative and operational program, working directly with 
and providing technical assistance to entities inside the 
Soros foundations network on gender issues.  Among the 
program's focus areas are gender sensitive education, 
violence against women, young women s human rights, 
mass media and gender policy, equal opportunities in the 
EU accession process, women s oral histories, Romani 
women s leadership, information initiatives, women s 
health, and women in conflict zones.  NWP has supported 
the development of the Stop Violence Against Women 
website and the related National Violence Against Women 
Monitor Program.  For more information about this pro-
gram, please visit: 

http://www.stopvaw.org/
The_VAW_Monitor.html
http://www.stopvaw.org
http://www.mnadvocates.org
http://www.soros.org/
http://women
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Peace Coalition Meeting 


