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Expanding the Reach of STOPVAW
Two Peace Corps volunteers serving in Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan have put the extensive
resources of the Stop Violence Against Women website to good use in their work with
women’s NGOs dedicated to anti-violence efforts.

Jennifer Nader works in Kherson, Ukraine at the
“Successful Woman” NGO, a four-year old organi-
zation providing a wide variety of services for vic-
tims of trafficking and violence: crisis hotline, anony-
mous consultations, self-help groups, legal and psy-
chological consultations, shelter (the first in southern
Ukraine), and trainings on violence prevention,
women’s leadership and job skills. “Successful
Woman” served 2,413 clients in 2003.

The organization is concerned about the lack of
official documentation of domestic violence in
Ukraine, and has received a Democracy Grant from
the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine to produce a docu-
mentary film for a public education campaign on the
subject. The goal of the campaign is two-fold: to
educate the general public in Ukraine about the
causes and effects of domestic violence, and to
make women who may be victims of domestic vio-
lence aware of the services available to help them
in their local communities.

“Successful Woman” has also collaborated with
Minnesota Advocates to translate all the domestic
violence training modules on the Stop Violence

Against Women website (www.sto org!

Russian and
Ukrainian.
When the film
and the trans-
lations of the

{ training mod-

| ules are com-
pleted, they will
be distributed

Karl Beck, Peace Corps Country to 200 NGOs
director; Luidmila Kumpan, Shelter  and educa-
Director; Jennifer Nader, Peace tional institu-

Corps Volunteer; Ira, shelter staff;

shelter residents tions through-

out Ukraine.

In addition,
“Successful
Woman” will use
the film and the
training modules to

conduct trainings Volunteers Oksana Popova and

on domestic vio- Sveta scrape old paint off of the
lence in educational spelter’s windows.

institutions and pub-
lic spaces, such as libraries, in Kherson, Chaplinka,
Belozerka, Nova Kahovka, Kahovka, Skadovsk,
Siropinsk, and Gola Printan. They will also train
trainers from Winrock In-
ternational’s “Woman for
Woman” centers in Rovno,
Lviv, Kharkiv, Chernivtsi,
Zhitomer and Donetsk,
who can then provide fur-
ther trainings throughout
their regions.

Jessica Nowlin works in
Sustainable Economic and
Organizational Develop-
ment with the Sezim Crisis
Center for Women in Bish-
kek, Kyrgyzstan. The
Sezim Center provides
hotline and counseling
services for victims of vio-
lence and trafficking, legal
and psychological consul-
tations, a newsletter, and 7
consulting centers in Chui
and Issyk-Kul Regions that
conduct seminars for
women and men, including
(Continued on page 11)
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Electronic Version of the VAW Monitor
Available on STOPVAW Website

The VAW Monitor is an electronic newsletter which is
delivered on the first of each month, The VAW Monitor
provides updates on the STOPVAW website, informa-
tion from the National VAW Monitor Program, com-
mentary from experts on violence against women, in-
ternational, regional and national news, as well as up-
dates on new reports and books. This newsletter is

Monitor or to obtain an archived copy.

About STOPVAW

The Stop Violence Against Women website

cacy and change. Minnesota Advocates for Human
Rights developed this website as a tool for the promo-
tion of women's human rights in the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), Mongolia, and the
U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo. STOPVAW was devel-
oped with support from and in consultation with the
Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program
and the United Nations Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM). This website addresses violence
against women as one of the most pervasive human
rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides
women's rights advocates with information

and advocacy tools focused on ending the most en-
demic forms of violence against women in the region,
including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual
harassment and trafficking in persons.

For more information about STOPVAW, please con-
tact the Website Administrator at
stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

el _!i\‘ The mission of Minnesota Advocates for

@ﬁ Human Rights (§nan inadvocales,org) is

aovocares 10 iMplement international human rights

ORI standards to promote civil society and
reinforce the rule of law. Minnesota Advocates was
founded in 1983 by a group of Minnesota lawyers who
recognized the community’s unique spirit of social jus-
tice as an opportunity to promote and protect human
rights here at home and worldwide. We are a non-
profit, volunteer-based organization that investigates
and exposes human rights violations; represents immi-
grants and refugees in our community who are human
rights victims; trains and assists groups that protect
human rights; and works through education and advo-
cacy in Minnesota to engage the public, policymakers
and children about human rights and cultural under-
standing. Minnesota Advocates holds Special Consul-
tative Status with the United Nations.

The Women’s Human Rights Program at Minnesota
Advocates works to improve the lives of women by
using international human rights standards to advocate
for women's rights in the United States and internation-
ally through research, education and advocacy initia-
tives. The Program’s development of the Stop Vio-
lence Against Women website represents a continua-
tion of the Women'’s Program’s research, education
and advocacy activities over the last ten years.

Network Women’s Program

il Open Society Institute (WWw.S0ros.orgf

g women) works to promote the advancement of
women’s human rights, gender equality, and
empowerment as an integral part of the proc-
ess of democratization. The program operates worldwide
as a consultative and operational program, working di-
rectly with and providing technical assistance to entities
inside the Soros foundations network on gender issues.
Among the program's focus areas are gender sensitive
education, violence against women, young women'’s hu-
man rights, mass media and gender policy, equal opportu-
nities in the EU accession process, women'’s oral histo-
ries, Romani women’s leadership, information initiatives,
women’s health, and women in conflict zones. NWP has
supported the development of the Stop Violence Against
Women website and the related National Violence Against
Women Monitor Program. For more information about
this program, please visit:

n The Network Women’s Program (NWP) of the

NETWORK
W O MEN'S
PROGRAM

email us at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.

To learn how you can support STOPVAW and its advocacy for women'’s rights around the world, please

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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National VAW Monitor Program News

Presentation of the STOPVAW website and National VAW Monitor Program

On 25 November 2004, a presentation on the Stop
Violence Against Women (StopVAW) website and
National VAW Monitor program took place in the
United Nations House in Yerevan. The presentation
marked the beginning of a series of events by the
Women'’s Rights Center (WRC) in the framework of
the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Vio-
lence. The project is being realized in Armenia with
the financial support of the Network Women'’s Pro-
gram and Open Society Institute Assistance Foun-
dation — Armenia.

Eighteen representatives of thirteen International

5= and local NGOs deal-
ing with violence
against women par-
ticipated in the pres-
entation.

speeches of Ms. Lise
Grande, U.N. Resi-
dent Coordinator and
U.N. Development
Program (UNDP)
Resident Representa-
tive in Armenia, Ms.
Armine Tadevosyan,
the Open Society Institute Assistance Foundation
(OSIAFA) - Armenia Education and Women'’s Pro-
grams Coordinator, and Ms. Susanna Vardanyan,
the President of the WRC.

Presentation on the Stop Vio-
lence Against Women
(STOPVAW) website and
National VAW Monitor pro-
gram. United Nations House
in Yerevan.

Ms. Lise Grande spoke of the great importance of
the initiative and her hopes that it will assist in im-
proving the situation of violence against women.

OSIAFA Education and
Women'’s Program Co-
ordinator Ms. Armine
Tadevosyan thanked
the participants of the
presentation and called
for continued coopera-
tion to keep the website
content both interesting  commemoration of the Inter-
and informative. national Day for the Elimina-
tion of Violence Against
The participants also Women United Nations
welcomed the creation House in Yerevan press

of the STOPVAW web- conference. Left to right: Mr.

. PP Eduard Grigoryan, Ms. Lise
?Ite’ etmpha'SIZtI'r:g Itf Grande, Ms. Alice Adamyan,
importance ,'n € SUg- s, susanna Vardanyan.
gle to end violence

against women.

The President of the WRC stated that the main aim
of the project is to create an exhaustive source of

increasing the cooperation of NGOs dealing with
violence against women; this will, in turn, increase
both society and the corresponding structures’ atten-
tion to the problem and thus help in the development
of new remedies.

The WRC also presented the idea of creating of a
National Network for violence against women for
discussion. The participants of the presentation wel-
comed the creation of such a structure and ex-
pressed their readiness to participate. They made a
preliminary decision to meet in the second half of
January of the next year to discuss the organiza-
tional issues.

On 26 November 2004, the international seminar
“Active Participation of Young Women — Special
Focus on Gender Equality” will begin in Baku,
Azerbaijan.

The main aim of the seminar is to facilitate the ex-
change of cross-cultural strategies and experi-
ence in order to strengthen young women’s roles
both socially and politically within their coun-

tries. During the seminar, participants will have the
opportunity to meet regional experts, take part in

International Seminar “Active Participation of Young Women — Special Focus on Gender
Equality” Begins in Baku, Azerbaijan

interactive games and join discussions focusing

on the obstacles women face when trying to in-
crease public involvement. The conference is being
organized by the groups Women’s Youth Center
“Shams” from Azerbaijan, “Youth for Exchange and
Understanding” from Lithuania and Estonia, and
the Youth Movement “Kmara” from Georgia. It will
also include participants from Azerbaijan, Georgia,
the Russian Federation, Latvia, Lithuania and Esto-
nia. The seminar is funded through the efforts of
the European Youth Foundation.
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National VAW Monitor Program News

Silent Witnesses in Slovakia for the First Time

(Submitted by Jana Olearnikova, Fenestra) The na-
tional two-year “One-In-Five-Women” campaign com-
bated violence against women. Due to this campaign,
the Slovak society has acknowledged the existence of
violence against women and its extent. The recogni-
tion of the devastating consequences of violence
against women is yet to be realized. Also to be
achieved is the recognition that society and its rele-
vant institutions play an important role in stopping the
violence. The Silent Witnesses exhibition strives to
achieve this awareness.

According to the Slovak police statistics, 79% of vio-
lent criminal acts take place among close persons. In
95% of all cases, women and children are the victims.
Unfortunately, when a woman is murdered by her
significant other, it is not seen in the context of long-
term abuse. The situation is still one where attempts
to get help are largely inefficient and unsuccessful.
However, it is possible to assess these risks, act and
prevent them from happening. Both theory and ex-
perience clearly define the dynamics of violence: if the
violence cycle is not interrupted from the outside, the
frequency of attacks rises, as well as the seriousness
of injuries and threats. This kind of violence inevitably
causes permanent damage on victim’s health and
wellbeing and may even result in death.

The first Silent Witnesses exhibition in Slovakia was
organized by the Interest Association of Women
Fenestra on 18 June 2004 in the Main Square in
Kosice. The exhibition was accompanied by street
theatre performances of Babske Mysteria (Women'’s
Mysteries). Ms. Iveta Skripkova, the director, chose
the genre of medieval mysteries. These ‘mysteries’
are dramatized biblical stories that usually took place
in front of churches and were designed to clarify the
message of biblical stories to people who did not un-
derstand the Latin mass. It was the first event of this
kind in Slovakia, and we consider it the beginning of a
national initiative.

There were fifteen live-
size silhouettes of women
Wl exhibited. The text at-

dl tached to the silhouettes
told the stories of Slovak
women murdered in 2000
and 2003 as a result of
violence. These stories were the few that caught the
attention of the Slovak media. Due to this, we assume
that the actual number of women murdered, as a re-
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sult of domestic violence in Slovakia, was much
higher. Accurate statistics are not available, as such
data is not monitored in
Slovakia.

The theatre performance
told the story of a woman
murdered by her husband
after years of physical,
psychological and eco-
nomic abuse. The story
illustrates the myths and
prejudice that influences
the way people think of
and treat the victims of violence, as well as women in
general. The theatre performance was inspired by the
true story of an abused woman that was told in the
One-In-Five-Women campaign. The script also con-
tained authentic statements of the police, judges and
physicians taken from Fenestra database. Both pro-
fessional actresses and Fenestra volunteers played in
the performance, as well as Mirek Vodrazka, Czech
feminist philosopher and Helena Zaoralova, Czech
mezzo-soprano. A documentary of this performance
is available on DVD and video.

Photo: Andrej Ban

There were fifteen live-size
silhouettes of women ex-
hibited.

“0in 2020 is the initiative. It is mission of the initiative
to promote successful community strategies and pro-
jects focusing on the elimination of domestic violence
and violence against women. The goal is to reach
zero homicides resulting from domestic violence until
2020.

The initiative will provide outlines and training informa-
tion on how to organize the exhibition for state, pri-
vate, profit and non-profit institutions and organiza-
tions in various Slovak towns. The exhibition can take
place in many different surroundings. For example, it
can be held in open-air or indoor areas, on the prem-
ises of public institutions (e.g. the Parliament), in front
of private enterprises and companies, and in
churches. In 2005, one of the places the Silent Wit-
nesses exhibition will take place will be in the U.S.
Steel Kosice Gallery, where 25,000 employees of the
U.S. Steel Kosice will have the opportunity to see the
exhibition For further information, see also

(The first Silent Witnesses March ever was organized
on 18th January 1991 in Minnesota, U.S.A.)


http://www.silentwitness.net

National VAW Monitor Program News

Slovakia Represented in European Women’s Lobby

(The Slovak Women'’s Lobby) On 17-18 October
2004, the European Women'’s Lobby (EWL) Gen-
eral Assembly meeting took place in Brussels. For
the first time, the Slovak Women’s Lobby took part
in the meeting as a full member.

EWL coordinates the national and international
women’s NGOs in the E.U. with more than 4,000
member organizations. Its main objective is to en-
force gender equality and to mediate cooperation
among women’s NGOs and politicians.

The Slovak Women'’s Lobby (SWL) came into exis-
tence upon agreement by twenty-seven women’s
NGOs. The first congress took place on 6 October
2004 in Bratislava.

The main objectives of the SWL are:

1. To support the elimination of gender stereo-
types in all areas of both public and private life, with
an emphasis on education and work-life balance;
2. To support equal representation of women and
men on various levels of economic, social and politi-
cal life;

3. To promote the elimination of all forms of vio-
lence against women and to create means of effi-
cient and professional help for victims of violence
against women;

4. To enforce the principle of equal opportunity
and principles focusing on strengthening the posi-
tion of women in all areas of life, especially in the
legislative processes;

5. To promote women’s human rights in the area
of reproductive rights in compliance with the U.N.
Program of Action on Population and Development
(ICPD, 1994) and the European Parliament Resolu-
tion on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights;
6. To support the introduction of the mainstream-
ing principle and gender practices and analysis into
life; and

7. To promote the needs and perspectives of dif-
ferent groups of women suffering from multiple
forms of discrimination; and

8. To take into consideration the attitudes and
views of women suffering multiple discrimination,
especially with regard to age, race, ethnicity, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, physical handicaps, and
women with refugee and immigrant status living in
Slovakia.

Olga Pietruchova of Moznost Volby (Pro Choice
Slovakia) has been elected as Chairwoman of SWL.
The following representatives of women’s NGOs
throughout Slovakia constitute members of the
Board: Andrea Buckova of Kulturne zdruzenie Ro-
mov Slovenska (Cultural Association of Slovak
Roma), Daniela Bzusekova of Zdruzenie zZien v pod-
nikani (Association of Women in Business), Zuzana
Kiczkova of Centrum rodovych studii (Gender Stud-
ies Centre), Anna Murinova of Profesionalne zeny
(Professional Women), Adriana Mesochortisova of
Esfem and Eva Mladekové of Profesionalne zeny
(Professional Women).

National Strategy on the Elimination and Prevention of Violence against Women and in
Families Correction — the Slovak Women’s Lobby First Success

(Adopted from the materials of Slovak Women’s
Lobby and Esfem.) The Ministry of Labor, Social
Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic pro-
posed the National Strategy on the Elimination of
Violence against Women and in Families in Octo-
ber 2004. For three years, we had been waiting
for a strategy that would open up opportunities for
providing help to women exposed to violence.
However, we consider the proposed material
non-conceptual since condensing different issues
into one strategy hinders the provision of mean-
ingful assistance to all victims of violence. More-
over, we believe that the Strategy drafters have
not taken into consideration the various forms of
violence against women and have failed to pay
adequate attention to the diversity of women’s

lives. We believe that the strategy insufficiently
applies the human rights principles to which Slo-
vakia is obligated to comply.

Therefore, the NGO's associated in the Slovak
Women’s Lobby submitted objections to this
Strategy by the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs
and Family. In a meeting with junior representa-
tives of the Ministry on 25 October 2004, the
women’s organizations were represented by
Katarina Minarovicova and Monika Bosa. A few of
the SWL'’s objections were accepted, and are re-
garded as a success.

We are rather concerned about the strategy pro-
(Continued on page 19)
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National VAW Monitor Program News

Legislative Trends in Tajikistan

Following the civil war in Tajikistan, women have be-
come the main object of violence. From 1998 — 1999,
the World Health Organization (WHO), in cooperation
with the donor organization Swiss Development
Agency, the Women in Development Bureau, and
the NGO Open Asia, has investigated the spread of
violence against women in RT. The results of this
investigation were published at the national confer-
ence “Violence against women” in 2000. Recommen-
dations were elaborated at this conference, which
also identified further work to counter violence
against women.

The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan has
created a program called “The main directions of
state politic in ensuring equal rights and abilities of
men and women in RT in 2001- 2010.” Chapter 7
sets forth the actions the program is to take. The
Women and Family Committee of the government of
the Republic of Tajikistan is the national coordinator
of this program. In cooperation with donor organiza-
tions, a network, which is to establish strategic steps
toward the realization of the seventh item of the state
program. The network includes the NGOs Women
center, Bovari, Hamroz, Mehrafruz, Dilafruz, as well
as the governmental Women and Family Committee.
The Women and Family Committee is responsible for
the execution of the mandate. The network is to sup-
port the creation of crisis centers to provide victims of
violence with psychological, legal and medical help.
Currently, functioning centers include the consulting
center Bovari in Dushanbe city at the “Women and
family committee”, the crisis center “ Bovari” at the
NGO Women'’s center in Kurgan — Tube, the crisis
center “Gulrukhsor” in Khujand, the crisis center Na-
joti kudakon in Kulob and the crisis center “Bovari” in
Kurgan —Tube.

Through monitoring calls and conducting consulta-
tions, it was found that 70% of women suffer from
domestic violence. The extent of violence appears to
be impacted by the civil war, which caused the col-
lapse of education and culture levels and made
women more economically dependent.

In the period from January 1998 to October 2004, the
NGO Modar has examined the trafficking of women
and children in Tajikistan and has facilitated a semi-
nar on the judicial and legal aspects of protecting
women from violence. It resulted in the creation of an
expert group from the deputies of parliament (Majlisi
Oli), head workers from the General Prosecutor’s

December 2004, Issue 4

Office, the high court of RT and the Ministry of Jus-
tice. They elaborated a draft law on human trafficking
and added a supplemental article into the criminal
code. On 15 July 2004, the President signed into law
the bill on human trafficking. This law addresses the
legal and judicial aspects of human trafficking in the
Republic of Tajikistan.

The law includes seven chapters:

1. General statements

2. Organization basis against human traffic

3. Preventive measures against human traffic

4. Specialized institutions to support and help traffick-
ing victims

5. Social rehabilitation and protection of trafficking
victims

6. International cooperation of RT in struggle against
human traffic

7. Conclusive statements

Chapter 17 (Crimes against private freedom, honest
and dignity) of the criminal code establishes the pun-
ishment for trafficking in persons (Article 130.1)

o from five to eight years’ imprisonment (Part 1)

o from eight to twelve years’ imprisonment (Part 2)

o from twelve to fifteen years’ imprisonment (Part 3)

Article 132 punishes the recruitment of people for
exploitation and punishes this crime by:

e Uptotwo years’ imprisonment (Part 1)

e From two to five years’ imprisonment (Part 2)

e From five to twelve years’ imprisonment (Part 3)

Chapter 18 punishes “crimes against sexual freedom

and sexual inviolability Rape is punished under Arti-

cle 138 by:

e from three to seven years’ imprisonment (Part 1)

e from seven to twelve years’ imprisonment (Part 2)

o from twelve to twenty-five years’ imprisonment or
capital punishment (Part 3)

Declaration on Gender Equality of the
Municipality of Podgorica

Based on Article 52 of the Rules of Procedure of
the Municipality of Podgorica and in accordance
with the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the Convention on Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),
the City Assembly of Podgorica adopted the Decla-
ration on Gender Equality during its January 2004
session.




International and Regional News

Violence Against Women Will Continue Unless its Roots in Gender Discrimination and
Inequality Seriously Addressed
Real solution lies in dealing head on with root causes, which include women's poor economic, social and
political status, and unequal access to justice, says UNIFEM Executive Director Noeleen Heyzer

United Nations, New York -
Addressing a United Nations
Security Council Open De-
bate on "Women, Peace and
Security," Noeleen Heyzer,
Executive Director of the UN
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), empha-
sized that any real solutions to eliminating violence
against women must derive from a concerted attack
on its origins -- deeply rooted, historical patterns of
discrimination against women and systemic gender
inequalities that are pervasive both in peacetime as
well as during conflict.

"The international community is now fully aware that
rape and other forms of violence against women are
systematically deployed, with the cruelest effect, as a
weapon of war," she said. "However, gender-based
violence during conflict is but part of the continuum of
violence that runs through women's lives, from times
of peace to times of war. It only deepens with war.
Discrimination and gender inequality are seeds that,
during wartime, become a bitter fruit that destroys
the fabric of communities and the lives of women
and their families."

Ms Heyzer referred to the critical opportunity that
post-conflict reconstruction presents for establishing
justice and the rule of law for women -- including
constitutions with strong and clear guarantees of
gender equality, legal reforms that ensure equality in
marriage and family relations, in property ownership
and in access to secure jobs and livelihoods. Ending
violence against women requires all of these things,
she stressed, as well as on support for women's par-
ticipation in elections as voters and candidates, and
on their equal representation in all facets of govern-
ment. Gender justice and the rule of law rely upon
“judicial processes that fully ensure and protect
women's entitlements on a basis of equality with
men."

Gender justice, she explained, can serve to remove
discrimination against women by upholding and en-
forcing women's rights, thereby directly addressing
the origins of violence. To make gender justice an
integral element of the rule of law, it is imperative that
gender perspectives be integrated into every dimen-

sion of justice, and that women participate in shaping
justice frameworks and rule of law institutions.

Ms Heyzer pointed to the effective measures which
already exist in many post-conflict countries, such as
normative standards, legal frameworks and mecha-
nisms for enforcing rights and redressing violations.
"The challenge now," she said, "is to ensure the im-
plementation and replication of the good laws that
many countries have already developed. The inter-
national community must work closely with and pro-
vide the necessary support to national stakeholders."

"As we work towards ending the impunity for gender
crimes that prevails in post-conflict societies, it is im-
perative to ensure that those responsible for crimes
against women are not rewarded with state power
and high profile jobs as a result of negotiated peace
agreements. Justice and accountability are crucial to
any peace, and healing, process."

She described three issues that were highlighted in
particular at a recent conference on Gender Justice
in Post-Conflict Situations, convened by UNIFEM
and the International Legal Assistance Consortium
(ILAC):

e The participation of women, and the incorpora-
tion of gender dimensions must be increased in all
stages of the conceptualization, planning and imple-
mentation of UN peace operations;

e UN peacekeeping and humanitarian personnel
have a special obligation not to violate the trust
placed in them by women and girls. Because serious
criminal sexual misconduct has been identified with
UN personnel as well as other international person-
nel, gender justice must extend to these international
guardians as well;

e Gender justice must be prioritized within the UN
system, including peace operations, and institutional
arrangements must be strengthened to accelerate
progress.

"It has taken more than two decades for women's
voices to be seriously heard, a decade to establish
the normative and legal frameworks for gender jus-
tice in order to remove violence against women and

(Continued on page 19)

December 2004, Issue 4



International and Regional News, continued

UN Security Council Urges Increased Effort to Protect Women

After finishing a full day of debate on

women, peace and security, the Secu-

rity Council called on the U.N. to put

forth a comprehensive effort to end

violence against women and girls in
war. The Security Council is also urging the U.N. to
give women a stronger voice and position during the
post-conflict peace processes.

The Council released a presidential statement ask-
ing Secretary-General Kofi Annan to outline a plan
by October 2005 showing how the U.N. can achieve
these goals. Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the
United Kingdom said the plan of action would in-
clude a timetable for implementing specific goals,
such as the elimination of gender-based violence
and an increase in women’s participation in peace-
keeping operations. The statement also urged the
Secretary-General to identify female candidates for
positions in peacekeeping, conflict prevention, and
humanitarian operations; called for the elimination of
impunity for perpetrators of violence against women
and girls in war; recommended specific training for
all staff involved in conflict or post-conflict operations
in order to increase recognition and response to
gender-based violence; and emphasized the need

for support programs for victims of gender-based
violence.

One of the purposes of the debate was to measure
progress made since the Council adopted a resolu-
tion in 2000 decrying gender-based violence, and
called for a reorganization in the planning of peace
and security operations in order to ensure that
women’s perspectives were always included. The
Executive Director of the U.N. Population Fund has
described international response as ‘completely in-
adequate’ and said that most of the progress made
since 2000 has been in the creation of policies and
guidelines—and not on the ground where girls and
women continue to face violence. The Under-
Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations
said that despite the challenges still being faced, the
U.N. has been working harder since 2000 to include
the needs and perspectives of women in its opera-
tions.

Compiled from: “Security Council urges stepped-up efforts
to protect women from violence in war,” UN News Centre,
28 October 2004.

Security Council Press Release SC/8230, 28 October
2004.

INSTRAW to Track Global Progress Made on Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action

In preparation for the 49th Session of
the Commission on the Status of
Women in March 2005, United Na-
tions International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement
of Women (INSTRAW) will attempt to track the
global progress made on the achievement of the
12 Critical Areas (and associated strategic objec-
tives) set forth in the Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action (PfA). Such analysis, 10 years after
the inception of the Beijing platform, will allow IN-
STRAW to assess the progress made on the PfA
and its implementation, and identify persistent and
future obstacles in achieving gender equality.

This review process should give INSTRAW insight
into global and national commitments to the Decla-
ration, as demonstrated by participation of high-
level actors in the 49th session of the CSW, the
production of national and global-level reports by
governments, civil society, and international or-
ganizations, and the availability (or lack) of data
and indicators related to the 12 Critical Areas set
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out in the Beijing PfA.

The 12 critical areas include: women and poverty;
education and training; women and health; vio-
lence against women; women and armed conflict;
women and the economy; women in power and
decision making; institutional mechanisms for the
advancement of women; human rights of women;
women and the media; women and the environ-
ment; and the girl child.

INSTRAW’s website (Www.un-instraw.org) will in-
clude reports on each of the 12 Critical Areas, and
a list of specific resources related to that issue, in-
cluding materials, news items, and UN and other
commitments and declarations. These resources
will be uploaded as they become available. The
first report, on Women and Armed Conflict, is avail-
able now.

Compiled from: STOPVAW website, United Nations
International Research and Training Institute and Train-
ing Institute on the Advancement of Women, 2004.



